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Rules for Christian Households - Colossians 3:18-4:1 
 
Topics:   
Believers, Children, Discouragement, Fairness, Family, Favoritism, 
Heaven, Husbands, Jesus Christ, Justice, Love, Obedience, Pleasure, 
Rewards, Right, Sincerity, Slavery, Submission, Wives, Work 
 
Open It Questions 
1. If you were to make up a slogan that describes your family, what 
 would it be?  
             

             

              

 

2. Generally speaking, how do you get along with others?  

             

             

              

 

Explore It Questions 
3. According to the Apostle Paul, what should wives do? (3:18)  
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http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Discouragement&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Fairness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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4. What should husbands do? (3:19)  

             

             

              

 

5. How should children respond to parents? (3:20) 

             

             

              

 

6. Why does obedience to parents please the Lord? (3:20)  

             

             

              

 

7. Of what do fathers need to be careful? (3:21)  

             

             

              

 
8. How can children become discouraged? (3:21)  

             

             

              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A21
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9. What directives did Paul give slaves/servants? (3:22-25)  

             

             

              

 

10. How were slaves/servants called on to serve Christ? (3:23-24)  

             

             

              

 

11. How would God mete out full justice in the master-slave/servant 
 relationship? (3:25)  
             

             

              

 
12. What instructions did Paul give masters? (4:1)  

             

             

              

 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A22-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A23-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A1
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13. What insight did Paul give masters? (4:1)  

             

             

              

 

Get It Questions 
14. How do God’s instructions to families help family members 
 become mature Christians?  
             

             

              

 

15. Why should wives submit to their husbands?  

             

             

              

 

16. Why does God tell husbands not to be harsh with their wives? 

             

             

              

 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A1
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17. Why should Christian parents rear their children in an atmosphere 
 of encouragement? 
             

             

              

 
18. How can Christian parents rear their children in an atmosphere of 
 encouragement?  
             

             

              

 

19. How can God’s instructions to slaves apply today to Christian 
 employees?  
             

             

              

 
20. Which of God’s principles for Christian households challenge you 
 to change?  
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Apply It Questions 
 
21. What is one way you can improve the way you treat each member 
 of your family?  
             

             

              

 

22. How can you have an attitude of service toward others in your 
 work?  
             

             

              

 
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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OPEN IT QUESTIONS2



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

1. If you were to make up 
a slogan that describes 
your family, what 
would it be? 



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

2. Generally speaking, 
how do you get along 
with others? 



INTRODUCTION



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

INTRODUCTION

In Paul’s day, women, children, and slaves were 
to submit to the head of the family—slaves 
would submit until they were freed, male 
children until they grew up, and women and 
girls for their whole lives. Paul emphasized the 
equality of all believers in Christ (Galatians 
3:28), but he did not suggest overthrowing 
Roman society to achieve it. Instead, he 
counseled all believers to submit to authority by 
choice. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+3%3A28


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

INTRODUCTION

Instead, Paul counseled all believers to submit 
to authority by choice. Paul gave rules for three 
sets of household relationships: (1) husbands 
and wives, (2) parents and children, and (3) 
masters and slaves. In each case, there is mutual 
responsibility to submit and love, to obey and 
encourage, to work hard and be fair. Examine 
your family and work relationships. Do you 
relate to others as God intended?



SCRIPTURE



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

SCRIPTURE
(NLT)

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as 
is fitting for those who belong to the 
Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and 
never treat them harshly.
20 Children, always obey your parents, 
for this pleases the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not aggravate your 
children, or they will become 
discouraged.



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

SCRIPTURE
(NLT)

22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in 
everything you do. Try to please them all 
the time, not just when they are watching 
you. Serve them sincerely because of 
your reverent fear of the Lord.
23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as 
though you were working for the Lord 
rather than for people.



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

SCRIPTURE
(NLT)

24 Remember that the Lord will give you 
an inheritance as your reward, and that 
the Master you are serving is Christ.
25 But if you do what is wrong, you will 
be paid back for the wrong you have 
done. For God has no favorites.
4:1Masters, be just and fair to your slaves. 
Remember that you also have a Master—
in heaven.



EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS



Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

3. According to the Apostle Paul, 
what should wives do? (3:18) 

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is 
fitting for those who belong to the Lord 
(NLT).

18 Wives, be subject to your husbands 
[out of respect for their position as 
protector, and their accountability to 
God], as is proper and fitting in the Lord 
(AMP).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A18


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

4. What should husbands 
do? (3:19) 

19 Husbands, love your wives and 
never treat them harshly (NLT).

19 Husbands, love your wives [with an 
affectionate, sympathetic, selfless love 
that always seeks the best for them] and 
do not be embittered or resentful toward 
them [because of the responsibilities of 
marriage] (AMP).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A19


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

5. How should children respond to 
parents? (3:20)

20 Children, always obey your parents, 
for this pleases the Lord (NLT).

20 Children, obey your parents [as 
God’s representatives] in all things, 
for this [attitude of respect and 
obedience] is well-pleasing to the 
Lord [and will bring you God’s 
promised blessings] (AMP).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A20


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

6. Why does obedience to parents 
please the Lord? (3:20) 

20 Children, always obey your parents, 
for this pleases the Lord (NLT).

20 Children, obey your parents [as 
God’s representatives] in all things, 
for this [attitude of respect and 
obedience] is well-pleasing to the 
Lord [and will bring you God’s 
promised blessings] (AMP).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A20


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

7. Of what do fathers need to be 
careful? (3:21) 

21 Fathers, do not aggravate your 
children, or they will become 
discouraged.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A21


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

21 Fathers, do not aggravate your 
children, or they will become 
discouraged.

8. How can children become 
discouraged? (3:21) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A21


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

9. What directives did Paul give 
slaves/servants? (3:22-25) 

22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything you do. 
Try to please them all the time, not just when they are 
watching you. Serve them sincerely because of your 
reverent fear of the Lord.
23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were 
working for the Lord rather than for people.
24 Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as 
your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.
25 But if you do what is wrong, you will be paid back for the 
wrong you have done. For God has no favorites. (NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A22-25


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

10. How were slaves/servants called 
on to serve Christ? (3:23-24) 

23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as 
though you were working for the Lord 
rather than for people.
24 Remember that the Lord will give you 
an inheritance as your reward, and that 
the Master you are serving is Christ. 
(NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A23-24


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

11. How would God mete out full 
justice in the master-slave/ 
servant relationship? (3:25) 

25 But if you do what is wrong, you will 
be paid back for the wrong you have 
done. For God has no favorites. (NLT)
25 For he who does wrong will be 
punished for his wrongdoing, and [with 
God] there is no partiality [no special 
treatment based on a person’s position in 
life]. (AMP)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3%3A25


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

12. What instructions did Paul give 
masters? (4:1) 

Masters, be just and fair to your slaves. 
Remember that you also have a Master—
in heaven. (NLT)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A1


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Masters, be just and fair to your slaves. 
Remember that you also have a Master—
in heaven. (NLT)

13. What insight did Paul give 
masters? (4:1) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A1


Colossians 3:18-25 and 4:1
“Rules for Christian Households”

GET IT AND 
APPLY IT 

QUESTIONS

GET IT QUESTIONS
#14 - #20

APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#21 - 22

(See Participant Handout)



NEXT WEEK’S LESSON:

COLOSSIANS 4:2-18

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church – Southfield, MI – www.newhope-mbc.org
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